
Technology Transfer at NASA
NASA’s Technology Transfer program is focused on bringing Space-Age technology into industry. Through our patent licensing 
program, some of these same NASA-proven technologies are available to you to solve your technical challenges, or form the 
foundation for a new product or even launch a new company.

Access and Utilize 
NASA Software

Step One:  
Think about your business and 
personal software needs.

Step Two: 
Navigate to:  
https://software.nasa.gov/

Step Three:
Browse over 900 software packages.

Step Four:
Choose the software package you 
want and either download instantly 
(Open Source) or request release 
(U.S. Government Purpose Release).

Step Five:
Enjoy the benefits of your 
new software.

software.nasa.gov spinoff.nasa.govtechnology.nasa.gov

NASA’s Spinoff is an annual 
publication that highlights the 
technologies from NASA’s 
aerospace program that have 
made their way into other industries 
and are benefiting life on Earth.

Spinoff showcases the success 
stories of NASA’s Technology 
Transfer program, demonstrating 
the depth and versatility of the 
technology being developed for the 
space program.

Interested in learning more?
Visit spinoff.nasa.gov to view PDF 
versions of Spinoff.

National Aeronautics and
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Make NASA Tech 
Work for you

Step One: 
Think about your business and the 
biggest challenges that you have.

Step Two: 
Navigate to:
technology.nasa.gov/patents/ksc

Step Three: 
Browse or search the catalog by 
key word or category.

Step Four: 
Choose the technology or 
technologies that fit your business 
needs.

Step Five: 
Press the Apply Now to License 
This Technology button and 
follow the instructions.

Step Six: 
Enjoy the benefits of NASA 
technology.

Spinoff
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technology.nasa.gov/startup

Getting started is simple:

Find a technology:  

technology.nasa.gov/

patents

Complete an online 

application using 

NASA’s Automated 

Technology Licensing 

Application System 

(ATLAS)

Hold on to your money. 
Get a head start. 
By offering a 

license with no 

up-front costs for 

commercial use 

of our patented technologies, we’re letting 

companies hold on to their cash while 

securing the intellectual property needed.to 

carve out competitive market space.

��These technologies have 

been vetted for technical and 

commercial viability by NASA 

and external sources. 

��Patents are maintained 

and protected by the U.S. 

Government. 

��NASA technical personnel and 

facilities can be available to lend 

additional support through a 

Space Act Agreement. 

Of course, a few rules apply:
��NASA waives the initial licensing fees, and 
there are no minimum fees for the first three 
years. Once the company starts selling a 
product, NASA will collect a standard net 
royalty fee. 

��Startup licenses are non-exclusive. However, 
NASA also negotiates exclusive licenses for 
its technologies for a fee. 

��Terms of the Startup license are offered  
“as is”— they’re non-negotiable.

��Companies entering into these licenses are 
bound by all requirements in federal licensing 
statutes and NASA policies, including 
development of a commercialization plan 
and reporting on efforts to achieve practical 
application. 

��While NASA does license to foreign entities, 
this start-up agreement is only available to 
companies in the U.S.

1

2

Startup NASA
NASA’s Technology Transfer Program offers a unique opportunity to startup companies to help 
get their businesses off the ground. Our Startup NASA initiative helps address two of the biggest 
challenges faced by startup companies: raising capital and securing intellectual property rights.

Calling 
All High Tech 

Entrepreneurs!

NASA’s Technology Transfer 

Program is offering you a new 

opportunity to put NASA 

technologies to work for you. 

Launch Your Tech With

BRINGING NASA TECHNOLOGY DOWN TO E ARTH

  NASA TECHNOLOGY 
TRANSFER PROGRAM

http://technology.nasa.gov/startup
http://technology.nasa.gov/patents
http://technology.nasa.gov/patents

